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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OP PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



CANON FARRAR ON COUNT TOLSTOI. 

The December Forum contains an article by Arch- 
deacon Farrar on the religious views of Count Tolstoi, 
which is marked by the writer's beauty and force of style 
and which seems to us generally fair and just in its 
criticism of the Russian author. The following summary 
of Tolstoi's "views" would probably be accepted by 
the latter as correct. 

' ' Count Tolstoi rightly holding that the teaching of 
Christ should be received with supreme obedience thinks 
that the meaning of that teaching lies upon the surface." 
He thinks that the ignorant are in a better position to 
understand it than the learned, since it was originally ad- 
dressed to men of simple minds and is still intended for 
the vast multitude to whom the glasses of Exegetes are 
never accessible. Believing that the essence of Christ's 
teaching is love, humility, self-abnegation, the returning 
good for evil, it seems to him that the church has made 
these virtues only accessory and secondary. 

The church, he says, has approved of religious perse- 
cution, capital punishment and wars of intolerance, tlrus 
sdnctioning what Christ denounced, while she at the same 
time puts in a false perspective what He approved. 
Repudiating the obvious, she has dwelt upon the obscure. 
Retrenching the spiritual she has expended the ecclesiasti- 
cal. Subjecting the sermon on the mount to theological 
explanations, she has declared it to be the presentation of 
an impossible ideal, whereas, it is within the reach of all 
who will accept it in a childlike spirit. The inmost 
essence of all Christ's teaching seems to lie in litera 
obedience to the command, " Resist not evil," whereas 
the church has sanctioned resistance to evil in every form. 
But he holds that Christ's words admit of no limitations 
or exceptions. Christ said, " Resist not evil ; " therefore, 
according to Count Tolstoi all war is wrong. Christ said, 
"Judge not;" therefore, all judicial tribunals are un- 
christian. Christ said, " Swear not at all ; " therefore, all 
oaths are forbidden. Christ forbids us to be angry 
with our brother, and the church in the fifth century 
interpolated into the text, "without cause," therebj- 
stultifying the precept. Christ rejected divorce, and the 
church by a mistranslation permits divorce, "for the cause 
of fornication." 

Such is Farrar'* summary of Tolstoi's # " views." With 
all Tolstoi writes, the last paragraph as to mistranslation, 
for instance, we cannot fully agree. But we find much 
in his writings as we do in those of the able minister and 
Archdeacon of the English church that commends itself 
to our judgment and conscience. 

The following eloquent passage, however, contains 
assertions, some of which are impressively true, others are 
overstated and misleading. 

" We are meant to live in the station where God has 
placed us. We are not all to be penniless, monks or 
nuns. The possession of property is therefore perfectly 
lawful and the only thing which is unlawful is the wrong 
use of it. False swearing and blaspheming are forbidden, 
but the solemn oath of a Christian man before a court of 
justice is sanctioned by Christ's own example. ( ?) Anger 
on just cause and within righteous limits is perfectly per- 
missible ; it is only baseless, cruel, rash, implacable anger 
which is eternally to be condemned. Resistance to evil 
is not only pardonable, but it becomes a positive duty 
when non-resistance would be nothing but a curse to the 
offender, to society, and to the world. War is lawful, 
and may be supremely righteous." ' 



" Peace, peace, peace with the vain and silly song 

That we do no ill ourselves, when we wink at other's wrong; 

That to turn the second cheek is the lesson of the cross, 

To be learnt by calculation of the profit and the loss. 

(Jo home, you idle teachers, you miserable creatures, 

The cannons are God's preachers when the time is ripe for war !" 

"It is only ambitious, aggressive, cruel, unjust war that 
is forbidden. (?) Will any one aver that there was no 
nobleness, no fine moral enthusiasm, no inspiring force of 
a righteous motive in the hearts of the Northern soldiers* 
who inarched to war singing, 

' Christ has died to make men holy, 
We will die to make them free'? 

"And yet, while we firmly maintain these views, we may 
still feel that we are all so apt to fall short of the true 
spiritual meaning of the sermon on the mount, that, in 
an age like this — an age of luxury, of compromise, of 
intense selfishness, of excess and material profusion — we 
may be grateful to a man like Tolstoi, and to every sin- 
cere man who, even though he be intellectually mistaken, 
yet, deeming himself called upon to obey Christ's pre- 
cepts, even in the letter, accepts each command as he 
holds it to be intended, and does not make the great 
refusal. He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, and 
righteousness from the Cod of his salvation." 

[We have called attention to several assertions by inter- 
rogation points, but have no space to discuss them now. 
We know good and wise men who do not agree with 
Archdeacon Farrar. — Ed.] 



THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT AND THE BATTLE 
AT SUAKIM. 

In the House of Commons, on Dec. 20th, Sir G. 
Campbell, Sir W. Lawson, Mr. J. A. Picion, and Mr. 
Wm. Phillips, raised their protests against the uncalled- 
for slaughter of 400 natives, at Suakim, by the British, 
on the 19th. 

Sir W. Lawson remarked that he was afraid that his 
views would not receive much sympathy from the House 
as at present constituted. He protested with all the 
strength in his power against the senseless, shameless 
slaughter, the news of which had disgraced the country 
that morning. The taking of the lives of any set of 
men without due precaution, without due investigation, 
was to his mind one of the most shameful things that any 
individual or nation could do. They were going home for 
the recess, and it puzzled him how hon. members could go 
comfortably home, reflecting on the 400 men they had 
left dead in the desert. They talked about the cruel ex- 
ecutions of the Sultan of Zanzibar, but here they killed 
400 men right off and did not ask the reason why. No 
doubt it would be very popular in the country. Paeans of 
praise would be raised by the mob ; they would have able 
editors writing brilliant articles about it, and they mio-ht 
even have sermons in all the churches. If this was 
Christianity and civilization, then civilization was a sham, 
and Christianity a mockery, a delusion, and a snare. If 
the country approved this, it was one of the most de- 
graded democracies they had ever known. He wished to 
make this protest. He could do no more. — Herald of 
Peace. 

God's ways seem dark; but, soon or late, 
They touch the shining hills of day; 
The evil cannot brook delay, 

The good can well afford to wait. — Whittier. 



